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FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT: 
ART CRITICISM: USES AND 
ABUSES 


"Art Criticism: Uses and Abuses" is the topic of a two-day 
symposium at The Cleveland Museum of Art, Saturday and Sunday, March 
12 and 13. 

On Sunday, Milton Esterow, editor and publisher of ARTnews , a 
monthly magazine that reports on all aspects of the arts, will speak 
on "How to Look at Art Criticism." As a former critic and cultural 
reporter he recommends an irreverent approach: the assurance that what 
"tastemakers" say is "strictly opinion, and not Holy Writ," and the 
reminder that "critical acclaim" doesn't prove an artist is superior 
to others who go unnoticed. 

Esterow' s lecture is the second part of the weekend symposium, 
sponsored by the Museum's Department of Art History and Education. It 
begins on Saturday with a panel discussion of "Views of Contemporary 
Art Criticism." The panel, which consists of a curator, a collector, 
an art historian, and an artist, will be moderated by Adele Silver, 
editor of education publications for the Museum. 


(more) 
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Serving on the panel will be Edward B, Henning, curator of 
Modern Art at The Cleveland Museum of Art; Agnes Gund Saalfield, a 
former Clevelander who has assembled a major collection of twentieth 
century art and is a trustee of the Museum of Modern Art in New York; 
Dr. June Hargrove, assistant professor of art history at Cleveland 
State University; and John Pearson, artist and associate professor 
of art at Oberlin College. Mr. Pearson was recently chosen to paint 
an abstract mural for the Justice Center. 

The panelists will discuss art from the viewpoint of the studio, 
the museum, the university, and the private collection. Following the 
general discussion questions will be taken from the floor. 

The panel discussion will be held on Saturday, March 12 between 
11:30 am and 1 pm, and Mr. Esterow's lecture will follow on Sunday, 
March 13 at 3:30 pm. Both the panel discussion and the lecture are 
free and open to the public. 
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For additional information, please contact David Patterson, The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


